
Tutorial on How to 
Load images in Crystal Reports dynamically 

Using Visual Basic 6 and Access 2000 
By Aeric Poon  

Introduction 
This tutorial will show you how to create a Visual Basic 6 project which will generate a report using Seagate Crystal 

Reports 8.5 Developer Edition. You will save the path of the image files in a MS Access database where it is protected by 
password. This project will use an external Crystal Report file and will be previewed using Crystal Viewer control.  

Get Ready 
In this tutorial, I will use some small images I get from forwarded email. I created a folder name Tutorial where all the files 

will be store inside this folder. I also created some images with different type like bmp, jpg, gif, png and tif which will be 
stored inside a folder name Cake.  

Step 1 
Create a Database file using MS Access  

Create a new database with the name dbCake (dbCake.mdb). Save this file inside folder Data.  

  

Click on Create table in Design view. Click the Design button to create a new table. 



  

Create the following fields in the new table: 
CakeID (Text), CakeName (Text), FileName (Text)  

  

Set focus at CakeID and then click the Primary Key button to make this field as Primary Key. 



Close the Table window or click Save button. Save this table name as Cake.  

  

Right click and Open table Cake.  

  



Insert some records in the table Cake. Save and Close the table Cake.  

  

Set a Database Password. For this tutorial, I set the password as yuMMy20.  

  



Click OK and Close this file. Now you have a database file ready.  

  

Step 2 
Create a Crystal Reports file  

Run Crystal Reports 8.5 Developer. Click on As a Blank Report radio button in the Crystal Report Gallery and click OK.  

 



 
You will see a Data Explorer dialogue box. Click on the plus sign of More Data Sources.  

  

Click on the plus sign of Active Data and then click on Active Data (ADO).  

 



 
You will see a Select Data Source dialogue box. Choose MS Access Database from the dropdown list and click OK.  

  

Browse for the Data folder where we store the database file, click dbCake.mdb and then click OK.  

 



 
A Login dialogue will pop out. Enter yuMMy20 for the password and click OK.  

  

Then you will be asking to choose the database again. Click on dbCake.mdb and click OK.  

 



You will be brought back to Data Explorer and you will notice there is an icon for ado. We have successfully connected 
the Report with the database. Click on Add button.  

  

You will see a Select Recordset dialogue box.  

 



 
Click on SQL radio button so you can change the query if you want to do so. This is useful if you have WHERE keyword 

in the SQL statement to filter the records.  

  

After you have modified your SQL query, click on OK. Now you can see there is a green tick at the ado icon in Data 
Explorer. Click Close.  

 



Now you will see a Field Explorer dialogue box. Click on the plus sign next to Database Fields:.  

  

Click on the plus sign next to ado and you will see all the fields generated from the SQL query.  

 



Drag and drop or click on the field and press Enter to insert the field to the report.  

   

Add more fields to the report in Details section and resize the width as your preference.  

 



Click on Insert Picture icon to insert image file. If you couldn t̄ fi nd t he t ool, cick on menu View, Toolbars  and check 
the Supplementary Tools checkbox.  

  

Browse for an image to insert. Resize it to fit your report. Format the appearance of the picture object like adding borders.  

 



 
You can modify the report design by adding lines, box, labels for company title and address or put a logo.  

  

Click on Preview tab to show how the report will look like. In this stage, the picture is fixed.  

 



Click on menu File and uncheck the Save Data with Report option.   

  

Save this report with filename Catalogue (Catalogue.rpt) inside folder Report.  

 



Step 3 
Create a Visual Basic Project  

You have the database and report file ready. So, the final step is to create the front-end using MS Visual Basic 6. Create a 
new Standard EXE by clicking Open.  

  

Right click the Toolbar and click on Components

   



 
Scroll down to look for Crystal Report Viewer Control. Check the checkbox next to it.  

  

Click on Designers tab. Check on Crystal Reports 8.5 and click OK.  

 



 
Click on menu Project and click References

    

Look for Microsoft ActiveX Data Objects 2.8 Library (Latest version of ADO control). Check the checkbox next to it.  

 



Add also the Crystal Reports 8.5 ActiveX Designer Run Time Library  and click OK.  

  

Right click the Project Explorer , click Add and then click on Crystal Reports 8.5  


